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Think
Recycling

Aluminium is the most abundant metal
on earth and the second most widely
used metal in the world today.

“You can
find every
where”

1 million tonnes of aluminium is used in the
UK every year.

In the Beginning

Aluminium was discovered in the 1807 by Sir
Humphry Davy (who also invented the miner’s safety (
lamp). But it was another 60 years before a method to \
enable commercial production was developed.

Up until this time the cost of producing aluminium was so high that the
metal was considered ‘semi-precious’. In fact the French Emperor Napoleon had a
ceremonial dinner service made from aluminium!

Raw Materials

Aluminium is produced from an ore, called bauxite. The name bauxite comes from the town
of Les Baux, in southern France. It was here that bauxite was first mined commercially.

Aluminium never occurs in its metallic form in nature. It occurs in compound form in rocks
and soil, as well as in vegetation and in all of the earth’s water.

Today the world’s major bauxite producing areas are:

South America Latin America
Africa Australia
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Aluminium has many uses:
Packaging - not just drink cans, but food trays, juice cartons and medicine packs.

Transport - used to make the bodies, engine and other components of planes, trains
and cars, boats, scooters and bicycles!

Building - used in the structure and exterior finish of many buildings.

It's also found in cables, road signs, medicines, home insulation, saucepans - the list is
endless!

Key Dates in Can History

Cans have been around for over 200 years. The first cans were made from steel and were

used to preserve food so that it could be transported without spoiling.

1809 First tin can for food produced.

1935 First three piece steel beverage can produced in America.
1937 The first soft drinks can is launched in America.

1953 Carbonated (or fizzy) drinks were put into steel cans.
1958 The first two piece aluminium beverage can was produced.
1961 The easy open end (or ring pull) was introduced.

1989 The stay-on tab was launched.

1990 Europe’s first dedicated aluminium can recycling plant opened, in
Warrington, Cheshire.

1990 Cash for Cans recycling began in the UK, allowing anyone to earn money
for used aluminium cans.
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